
CCBC CHOICES 2009 
 

Selected by Kathleen T. Horning, Merri V. Lindgren, Tessa Michaelson, and Megan Schliesman. 
 

 
 
CCBC Choices is the annual best-of-the-year list of the Cooperative Children’s Book Center.  The complete CCBC 
Choice 2009 publication will include annotations and recommended ages for all of the books included, as well as an 
author/title/subject index, and a commentary on the publishing year.  CCBC Choices 2009 will be available at the 
CCBC after March 7, 2009.   

 
The Natural World 

 
Campbell, Sarah C.  Wolfsnail:  A Backyard Predator.  Photographs by Sarah C. Campbell and Richard P. Campbell.  Boyds 
Mills Press, 2008.  32 pages (trade 978-1-59078-554-6, $16.95) 
 
Chrustowski, Rick.  Big Brown Bat.   Henry Holt, 2008.  32 pages (trade 978-0-8050-7499-4, $16.95) 
 
Crosby, Jeff, and Shelley Ann Jackson.  Little Lions, Bull Baiters & Hunting Hounds:  A History of Dog Breeds.  Tundra, 
2008.  72 pages (trade 978-0-88776-815-6, $19.95) 
 
Deem, James M.  Bodies from the Ice:  Melting Glaciers and the Recovery of the Past.  Houghton Mifflin, 2008.  58 pages 
(trade 978-0-618-80045-2, $17.00) 
 
Frost, Helen.  Monarch and Milkweed.  Illustrated by Leonid Gore.  Atheneum, 2008.  32 pages (trade 978-1-4169-0085-6, 
$17.99) 
 
Gillum, Sandy.  Loon Summer.  Field Notes, 2008.  48 pages (trade 978-0-9801201-0-3, $15.75) 
  
Jackson, Ellen.  The Mysterious Universe:  Supernovae, Dark Energy, and Black Holes.  (Scientists in the Field)  Houghton 
Mifflin, 2008.  60 pages (trade 978-0-618-56325-8, $18.00) 
 
Jenkins, Steve, and Robin Page.  Sisters & Brothers:  Sibling Relationships in the Animal World.  Houghton Mifflin, 2008.   
32 pages (trade 978-0-618-37596-7, $16.00) 
 
Markle, Sandra.  Finding Home.  Illustrated by Alan Marks.  Charlesbridge, 2008.  32 pages (lib. 978-1-58089-122-6, $15.95) 
 
Markle, Sandra.  Sneaky, Spinning Baby Spiders.  Walker, 2008.  32 pages (trade 978-0-8027-9697-4, $16.99) 
 
McLimans, David.  Gone Fishing:  Ocean Life by the Numbers.  Walker, 2008.  32 pages (trade 978-0-8027-9770-4, $16.99) 
 
Schulman, Janet.  Pale Male:  Citizen Hawk of New York City.  Illustrated by Meilo So.  Alfred A. Knopf, 2008.  32 pages 
(trade 978-0-375-84558-1, $16.99) 
 
Turner, Pamela S.  Life on Earth – and Beyond:  An Astrobiologist’s Quest.  Charlesbridge, 2008.  109 pages (trade  
978-1-58089-133-2, $19.95) 
 

Seasons and Celebrations 
 
Lin, Grace.  Bringing in the New Year.  Alfred A. Knopf, 2008.  24 pages (trade 978-0-375-83745-6, $15.99) 
 
Kohara, Kazuno.  Ghosts in the House!  Roaring Brook Press, 2008.  24 pages (trade 978-1-59643-427-1, $12.95) 
 
Manushkin, Fran.  How Mama Brought the Spring.  Illustrated by Holly Berry.  Dutton, 2008.  32 pages (trade  
978-0-525-42027-9, $16.99) 
 
Purmell, Ann.  Maple Syrup Season.  Illustrated by Jill Weber.  Holiday House, 2008.  32 pages (trade 978-0-8234-1891-6, 
$16.95) 
 
Ray, Mary Lyn.  Christmas Farm.  Illustrated by Barry Root.  Harcourt, 2008.  40 pages (trade 978-0-15-216290-0, $17.00) 
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Folklore, Mythology, and Traditional Literature 
 
Alley, Zoë B.  There’s a Wolf at the Door:  Five Classic Tales.  Illustrated by R. W. Alley.  A Neal Porter Book / Roaring 
Brook Press, 2008.  34 pages (trade 978-1-59643-275-8, $19.95) 
 
McGill, Alice.  Way Up and Over Everything.  Illustrated by Jude Daly.  Houghton Mifflin, 2008.  32 pages  
(trade 978-0-618-38796-0, $16.00) 
 
Taylor, Sean.  The Great Snake: Stories from the Amazon.  Illustrated by Fernando Vilela.  Frances Lincoln, 2008.  61 pages 
(trade 978-1-84507-529-3, $19.95) 
 
Willey, Margaret.  The 3 Bears and Goldilocks.  Illustrated by Heather M. Solomon.  Atheneum, 2008.  32 pages (trade  
978-1-4169-2494-4, $16.99) 
 

Historical People, Places and Events 
 

Alsenas, Linas.  Gay America:  Struggle for Equality.  Amulet, 2008.  160 pages (trade 978-0-8109-9487-4, $24.95) 
 
González, Lucía.  The Storyteller’s Candle = La velita de los cuentos.  Illustrated by Lulu Delacre.   Children’s Book Press, 
2008.  30 pages (trade 978-0-89239-222-3, $16.95) 
 
Krensky, Stephen. Comic Book Century: The History of American Comic Books. (People’s History) Twenty-First Century, 
2008. 112 pages (lib. 978-0-8225-6654-0, $30.60) 
 
McCarthy, Meghan.  Seabiscuit the Wonder Horse.  A Paula Wiseman Book / Simon & Schuster, 2008.  32 pages (trade  
978-1-4169-3360-1, $15.99) 
 
McClafferty, Carla Killough.  In Defiance of Hitler:  The Secret Mission of Varian Fry.  Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2008.   
196 pages (trade 978-0-374-38204-9, $19.95) 
 
Nelson, Kadir.  We Are the Ship:  The Story of Negro League Baseball.  Foreword by Hank Aaron.  Jump at the Sun / 
Hyperion, 2008.  88 pages (trade 978-0-7868-0832-8, $18.99) 
 
Nelson, Scott Reynolds, with Marc Aronson.  Ain’t Nothing But a Man:  My Quest to Find the Real John Henry.  National 
Geographic, 2008.  64 pages (trade 978-1-4263-0000-4, $18.95) 
 
Our White House:  Looking In, Looking Out.  With an introduction by David McCullough.  Candlewick Press, 2008.   
241 pages (trade 978-0-7636-2067-7, $29.99) 
 
Porcellino, John.  Thoreau at Walden.  From the writings of Henry David Thoreau.  With an introduction by D. B. Johnson.  
Hyperion, 2008.  99 pages (trade 978-1-4231-0038-6, $16.99) 
 
Rappaport, Doreen.  Lady Liberty:  A Biography.  Illustrated by Matt Tavares.  Candlewick Press, 2008.  40 pages (trade  
978-0-7636-2530-6, $17.99) 
 
Sandler, Martin W. Lincoln through the Lens:  How Photography Revealed and Shaped an Extraordinary Life.  Walker, 2008.  
97 pages (trade 978-0-8027-9666-0, $19.99) 
 

Biography and Autobiography 
 

Bardhan-Quallen, Sudipta. Up Close: Jane Goodall. Viking, 2008. 218 pages. (trade 978-0-670-06263-8, $16.99) 
 
Berne, Jennifer.  Manfish:  A Story of Jacques Cousteau.  Illustrated by Éric Puybaret.  Chronicle, 2008.  32 pages (trade  
978-0-8118-6063-5, $16.99) 
Brighton, Catherine.  Keep Your Eye on the Kid:  The Early Years of Buster Keaton.  Roaring Brook Press, 2008.  32 pages 
(trade 978-1-59643-158-4, $16.95) 
 
Bryant, Jen. A River of Words: The Story of William Carlos Williams. Illustrated by Melissa Sweet. Eerdmans, 2008. 36 pages 
(trade 978-0-8028-5302-8, $17.00) 
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Clinton, Catherine.  Phillis’s Big Test.  Illustrated by Sean Qualls.  Houghton Mifflin, 2008.  32 pages (trade  
978-0-618-73739-0, $16.00) 
 
Crowe, Chris.  Up Close:  Thurgood Marshall.  Viking, 2008.  248 pages (trade 978-0-670-06228-7, $16.99) 
 
Delano, Marfé Ferguson.  Helen’s Eyes:  A Photobiography of Annie Sullivan, Helen Keller’s Teacher. National Geographic, 
2008.  63 pages (trade 978-1-4263-0209-1, $17.95) 
 
Fleischman, Sid.  The Trouble Begins at 8:  A Life of Mark Twain in the Wild, Wild West.  Greenwillow / HarperCollins, 2008.  
224 pages (trade 978-0-06-134431-2, $18.99) 
 
Fleming, Candace.  The Lincolns:  A Scrapbook Look at Abraham and Mary.  Schwartz & Wade, 2008.  181 pages (trade  
978-0-375-83618-3, $24.99) 
 
Li, Moying. Snow Falling in Spring: Coming of Age in China during the Cultural Revolution.  Melanie Kroupa Books / Farrar, 
Straus and Giroux, 2008. 176 pages (trade 978-0-374-39922-1, $16.00) 
 
Ray, Deborah Kogan. Wanda Gág: The Girl Who Lived to Draw. Viking, 2008. 40 pages (trade 978-0-670-06292-8, $16.99)  
 
Scieszka, Jon.  Knucklehead:  Tall Tales & Mostly True Stories About Growing Up Scieszka.  Viking, 2008.  106 pages (trade 
978-0-670-01106-3, $16.99) 
 
Turner, Pamela S.  A Life in the Wild:  George Schaller’s Struggle to Save the Last Great Beasts.  Melanie Kroupa Books / 
Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2008.  103 pages (trade 978-0-374-34578-5, $21.95) 
 

Contemporary People, Places, and Events 
 

Nivola, Claire A.  Planting the Trees of Kenya:  The Story of Wangari Maathai.  Frances Foster Books / Farrar, Straus and 
Giroux, 2008.  32 pages (trade 978-0-374-39918-4, $16.95) 
 
O’Brien, Tony, and Mike Sullivan.  Afghan Dreams:  Young Voices of Afghanistan.  Photographs by Tony O’Brien.  
Bloomsbury, 2008.  69 pages (trade 978-1-59990-287-6, $18.99) 
 
Rosen, Michael J.  Our Farm:  Four Seasons with Five Kids on One Family’s Farm.  Darby Creek, 2008.  144 pages (trade 
978-1-58196-067-9, $18.95) 
 
Stern, Sam, and Susan Stern.  Real Food, Real Fast.  U.S. edition:  Candlewick Press, 2008.  128 pages (trade  
978-0-7636-3533-6, $16.99) 
 
Winter, Jeanette.  Wangari’s Trees of Peace:  A True Story from Africa.  Harcourt, 2008.  32 pages (trade 978-0-15-206545-4, 
$17.00) 
 

Issues in Today’s World 
 

Javna, John, Sophie Javna, and Jesse Javna.  50 Simple Things You Can Do to Save the Earth.  Hyperion, 2008.  128 pages 
(pbk. 978-1-4013-2299-1, $12.95) 
 
Kuklin, Susan.  No Choirboy:  Murder, Violence, and Teenagers on Death Row.  Henry Holt, 2008.  212 pages (trade  
978-0-8050-7950-0, $17.95) 
 
We Are All Born Free:  The Universal Declaration of Human Rights in Pictures.  In association with Amnesty International.  
Frances Lincoln, 2008.  64 pages (trade 978-1-84507-650-4, $19.95) 
 

Understanding Oneself and Others 
 

Benjamin, Floella.  My Two Grannies.  Illustrated by Margaret Chamberlain.  Frances Lincoln, 2008.  24 pages (trade  
978-1-84507-643-6, $16.95) 
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Foreman, Jack.  Say Hello.  Illustrated by Michael Foreman.  Candlewick Press, 2008.  32 pages (trade 978-0-7636-3657-9, 
$15.99) 
 
Holmberg, Bo R.  A Day with Dad.  Illustrated by Eva Eriksson.  Translated from the Swedish. U.S. edition: Candlewick Press, 
2008.  32 pages (trade 978-0-7636-3221-2, $15.99) 
 
Kostecki-Shaw, Jenny Sue.  My Travelin’ Eye.  Henry Holt, 2008.  32 pages (trade 978-0-8050-8169-5, $16.95) 
 
Ludwig, Trudy.  Trouble Talk.  Illustrated by Mikela Prevost.  Tricycle Press, 2008.  32 pages (trade 978-1-58246-240-0, 
$15.95) 
 

The Arts 
 
Albert, Michael.  An Artist’s America.  Henry Holt, 2008.  48 pages (trade 978-0-8050-7857-2, $17.95) 
 
Greenberg, Jan, and Sandra Jordan.  Christo and Jeanne-Claude:  Through the Gates and Beyond.  A Neal Porter Book / Flash 
Point / Roaring Brook Press, 2008.  50 pages (trade 978-1-59643-071-6, $19.95) 
   
Johnson, Stephen T.  A Is for Art:  An Abstract Alphabet. A Paula Wiseman Book / Simon & Schuster.  40 pages (978-0-689-
86301-1, $16.99) 
   
Nichols, Travis.  Punk Rock Etiquette:  The Ultimate How-to Guide for Punk, Underground, DIY, and Indie Bands.  Flash 
Point / Roaring Brook Press, 2008.  138 pages (pbk. 978-1-59643-415-8, $12.95) 
 
Parker, Robert Andrew.  Piano Starts Here:  The Young Art Tatum.  Schwartz & Wade, 2008.  32 pages (trade  
978-0-375-83965-8, $16.99) 
 
Voake, Charlotte.  Tweedle-Dee-Dee.  Candlewick Press, 2008.  24 pages (trade 978-07636-3797-2, $16.99) 
 
Weatherford, Carole Boston. Before John Was a Jazz Giant: A Song of John Coltrane. Illustrated by Sean Qualls. Henry Holt, 
2008. 28 pages (trade 978-0-8050-7994-4, $16.95) 
 
Whitehead, Kathy.  Art from Her Heart: Folk Artist Clementine Hunter.  Illustrated by Shane W. Evans.  Putnam, 2008.   
32 pages (trade 978-0-399-24219-9, $16.99)   
 

Poetry 
 
Engle, Margarita.  The Surrender Tree:  Poems of Cuba’s Struggle for Freedom.  Henry Holt, 2008.  169 pages (trade  
978-0-8050-8674-4, $16.95) 
 
Greenberg, Jan, editor.  Side by Side:  New Poems Inspired by Art from Around the World.  Abrams, 2008.  88 pages (trade 
978-0-8109-9471-3, $19.95) 
 
McKissack, Patricia C.  Stitchin’ and Pullin’:  A Gee’s Bend Quilt.  Illustrated by Cozbi A. Cabrera.  Random House, 2008.   
40 pages (trade 978-0-375-83163-8, $17.99) 
 
Nelson, Marilyn. The Freedom Business, Including a Narrative of the Life & Adventures of Venture, A Native of Africa. 
Illustrated by Deborah Dancy. Wordsong / Boyds Mills Press, 2008. 72 pages (trade 978-1-932425-57-4, $18.95) 
 
Nye, Naomi Shihab.  Honeybee:  Poems & Short Prose.  Greenwillow / HarperCollins, 2008.  164 pages (trade  
978-0-06-085390-7, $16.99; lib. 978-0-06-085391-4, $17.89) 
Smith, Hope Anita.  Keeping the Night Watch.  Illustrated by E. B. Lewis.  Henry Holt, 2008.  73 pages (trade  
978-0-8050-7202-0, $18.95) 
 
Thomas, Joyce Carol.  The Blacker the Berry.  Illustrated by Floyd Cooper.  Joanna Cotler Books / Amistad / HarperCollins, 
2008.  32 pages (trade 978-0-06-025375-2, $16.99) 
 

Concept Books 
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Cumpiano, Ina.  Quinito, Day and Night = Quinito, día y noche.  Illustrated by José Ramírez.  Children’s Book Press, 2008.  
22 pages (trade 978-0-89239-226-1, $16.95) 
   
Goldstone, Bruce.  Greater Estimations.  Henry Holt, 2008.  32 pages (trade 978-0-8050-8315-6, $16.95) 
 
Hills, Tad.  Duck & Goose 1 2 3.  Schwartz & Wade, 2008.  18 pages (trade 978-0-375-85621-1, $6.99) 
 
Hills, Tad.  What’s Up, Duck?  A Book of Opposites.  Schwartz & Wade, 2008.  18 pages (trade 978-0-375-84738-7, $6.99)   
 
Morales, Yuyi.  Just in Case:  A Trickster Tale and Spanish Alphabet Book.  A Neal Porter Book / Roaring Brook Press, 2008.  
32 pages (trade 978-1-59643-329-8, $17.95) 
 
Tafuri, Nancy.  Blue Goose.  Simon & Schuster, 2008.  32 pages (trade 978-1-4169-2834-8, $15.99) 
 

Picture Books for Babies, Toddlers, and Preschoolers 
 
Averbeck, Jim.  In a Blue Room.  Illustrated by Tricia Tusa.  Harcourt, 2008.  32 pages (trade 978-0-15-2-5992-7, $16.00) 
 
Baek, Matthew J.  Be Gentle with the Dog, Dear!  Dial, 2008.  32 pages (trade 978-0-8037-3250-6, $14.99) 
 
Becker, Bonny.  A Visitor for Bear.  Illustrated by Kady MacDonald Denton.  Candlewick Press, 2008.  56 pages (trade  
978-0-7636-2807-9, $16.99) 
 
Billingsley, Franny.  Big Bad Bunny.  Illustrated by G. Brian Karas.  A Richard Jackson Book / Atheneum, 2008.  32 pages 
(trade 978-1-4169-0601-8, $16.99) 
 
Cecil, Randy.  Duck.  Candlewick Press, 2008.  32 pages (trade 978-0-7636-3072-0, $15.99) 
 
Ceelen, Vicky.  Baby! Baby!  Random House, 2008.  20 pages (trade 978-0-375-84207-8, $6.99) 
 
Cotten, Cynthia.  Rain Play.  Illustrated by Javaka Steptoe.  Henry Holt, 2008.  24 pages (trade 978-0-8050-6795-8, $16.95) 
 
Cyrus, Kurt.  Tadpole Rex.  Harcourt, 2008.  40 pages (trade 978-0-15-205990-3, $16.00) 
 
Ernst, Lisa Campbell.  Round Like a Ball!  Blue Apple, 2008.  32 pages (trade 978-1-934706-01-5, $15.95) 
 
Fleming, Denise.  Buster Goes to Cowboy Camp.  Henry Holt, 2008.  32 pages (trade 978-0-8050-7892-3, $16.95) 
 
Foley, Greg.  Don’t Worry Bear.  Viking, 2008.  32 pages (trade 978-0-670-06245-4, $15.99) 
 
Fosberry, Jennifer.  My Name Is Not Isabella.  Illustrated by Mike Litwin.  Monkey Barrel Press, 2008.  32 pages (trade  
978-0-9802000-7-2, $19.99) 
 
Gorbachev, Valeri.  Turtle’s Penguin Day.  Alfred A. Knopf, 2008.  32 pages (trade 978-0-375-84374-7, $16.99) 
 
Graham, Bob. How to Heal a Broken Wing. U.S. edition: Candlewick Press, 2008. 40 pages (trade 978-0-7636-3903-7, $16.99) 
 
Gravett, Emily.  Monkey and Me.  U.S. edition:  Simon & Schuster, 2008.  24 pages (trade 978-1-4169-5457-6, $15.99) 
 
Gray, Nigel.  My Dog, My Cat, My Mama, and Me!  Illustrated by Bob Graham.  U.S. edition:  Candlewick Press, 2008.   
20 pages (trade 978-0-7636-3639-5, $8.99) 
Henkes, Kevin.  Old Bear.  Greenwillow / HarperCollins, 2008.  24 pages (trade 978-0-06-155205-2, $17.99) 
 
Himmelman, John.  Katie Loves the Kittens.  Henry Holt, 2008.  32 pages (trade 978-0-8050-8682-9, $16.95) 
Horáček, Petr.  Look Out, Suzy Goose.  U.S. edition:  Candlewick Press, 2008.  32 pages (trade 978-0-7636-3803-0, $14.99) 
 
Horse, Harry.  Little Rabbit’s New Baby.  U.S. edition:  Peachtree, 2008.  32 pages (trade 978-1-56145-431-0, $15.95) 
 
Kruusval, Catarina.  Franny’s Friends.  Translated from the Swedish by Joan Sandin.  U.S. edition:  R&S, 2008.   
24 pages (trade 978-91-29-66836-0, $16.00) 
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Lee, Suzy.  Wave.  Chronicle, 2008.  32 pages (trade 978-0-8118-5924-0, $15.99) 
 
Lindgren, Barbro.  Oink, Oink Benny.  Illustrated by Olof Landström.  Translated from the Swedish by Elisabeth Kallick 
Dyssegaard.  U.S. edition:  R&S, 2008.  24 pages (trade 978-91-29-66855-1, $16.00) 
 
Matsuoka, Mei.  Footprints in the Snow.  U.S. edition:  Henry Holt, 2008.  24 pages (trade 978-0-8050-8792-5, $16.95) 
 
McDonald, Megan.  Hen Hears Gossip.  Illustrated by Joung Un Kim. Greenwillow / HarperCollins, 2008.  32 pages (trade 
978-0-06-113876-8, $16.99) 
 
Patricelli, Leslie.  Baby Happy Baby Sad.  Candlewick Press, 2008.  24 pages (trade 978-0-7636-3245-8, $6.99) 
 
Patricelli, Leslie.  No No Yes Yes.  Candlewick Press, 2008.  24 pages (trade 978-0-7636-3244-1, $6.99) 
 
Ravishankar, Anushka.  Elephants Never Forget!  Illustrated by Christiane Pieper.  U.S. edition:  Houghton Mifflin, 2008.   
40 pages (trade 978-0-618-99784-8, $16.00) 
 
Salariya, David.  All About Me!  A Baby’s Guide to Babies.  U.S. edition:  Random House, 2008.  14 pages (trade  
978-0-375-84529-1, $7.99) 
 
Savadier, Elivia.  Will Sheila Share?  A Neal Porter Book / Roaring Brook Press, 2008.  24 pages (trade 978-1-59643-289-5, 
$12.95) 
 
Seeger, Laura Vaccaro.  Dog and Bear:  Two’s Company.  A Neal Porter Book / Roaring Brook Press, 2008.  32 pages (trade 
978-1-59643-273-4, $12.95) 
 
Smith, Charles R. Jr. Dance with Me. Illustrated by Noah Z. Jones (Super Sturdy Picture Book) Candlewick Press, 2008.  
20 pages (trade 978-0-7636-2246-6, $8.99)  
 
Snyder, Betsy.  Haiku Baby.  Random House, 2008.  12 pages (trade 978-0-375-84395-2, $6.99) 
 
Spanyol, Jessica.  Bob and His No. 1 Van.  Candlewick Press, 2008.  20 pages (trade 978-0-7636-3744-6, $5.99) 
 
Spanyol, Jessica.  Clemence and His Noisy Little Fire Engine.  Candlewick Press, 2008.  20 pages (trade 978-0-7636-3745-3, 
$5.99) 
 
Spanyol, Jessica.  Giorgio and His Star Crane Train.  Candlewick Press, 2008.  20 pages (trade 978-0-7636-3743-9, $5.99) 
 
Spanyol, Jessica.  Keith and His Super-Stunt Rally Racer.  Candlewick Press, 2008.  20 pages (trade 978-0-7636-3742-2, 
$5.99) 
 
Sutton, Sally.  Roadwork.  Illustrated by Brian Lovelock.  Candlewick Press, 2008.  32 pages (trade 978-0-7636-3912-9, 
$15.99) 
 
Swanson, Susan Marie.  The House in the Night.  Illustrated by Beth Krommes.  Houghton Mifflin, 2008.  40 pages  
(trade 978-0-618-86244-3, $17.00) 
 
Willems, Mo.  The Pigeon Wants a Puppy!  Hyperion, 2008.  32 pages (trade 978-1-4231-0960-0, $14.99) 
Wolf, Sallie.  Truck Stuck.  Illustrated by Andy Robert Davies.  Charlesbridge, 2008.  32 pages (trade 978-1-58089-119-6, 
$14.95) 
 
Yamamura, Anji.  Hannah Duck.  U.S. edition:  Kane/Miller, 2008.  24 pages (trade 978-1-933605-74-6, $15.95) 

Picture Books for School-Age Children 
 
Ahlberg, Allan.  The Pencil.  Illustrated by Bruce Ingman.  U.S. edition:  Candlewick Press, 2008.  48 pages (trade  
978-0-7636-3894-8, $16.99) 
 
Alalou, Elizabeth, and Ali Alalou.  The Butter Man.  Illustrated by Julie Klear Essakalli.  Charlesbridge, 2008.  32 pages (trade 
978-1-58089-127-1, $14.95) 
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Amato, Mary.  The Chicken of the Family.  Illustrated by Delphine Durand.  Putnam, 2008.  32 pages (trade  
978-0-399-24196-3, $16.99) 
 
Aston, Dianna Hutts.  The Moon Over Star.  Illustrated by Jerry Pinkney.  Dial, 2008.  32 pages (trade 978-0-8037-3107-3, 
$17.99) 
   
Campbell, Nicola I.  Shin-Chi’s Canoe.  Illustrated by Kim LaFave.  Groundwood Books / House of Anansi Press, 2008.   
40 pages (trade 978-0-88899-857-6, $18.95) 
 
Cutbill, Andy.  The Cow That Laid an Egg.  Illustrated by Russell Ayto.  U.S. edition:  HarperCollins, 2008.  32 pages (trade 
978-0-06-137295-7, $16.99) 
 
Elliott, Zetta.  Bird.  Illustrated by Shadra Strickland.  Lee & Low, 2008.  40 pages (trade 978-1-60060-241-2, $19.95) 
 
Esbaum, Jill.  To the Big Top.  Illustrated by David Gordon.  Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2008.  32 pages (trade  
978-0-374-39934-4, $16.95) 
 
Frazee, Marla.  A Couple of Boys Have the Best Week Ever.  Harcourt, 2008.  32 pages (trade 978-0-15-206020-6, $16.00) 
 
Gerdner, Linda, and Sarah Langford.  Grandfather’s Story Cloth = Yawg Daim Paj Ntaub Dab Neeg.  Illustrated by Stuart 
Loughridge.  Shen’s Books, 2008.  32 pages (trade 978-1-885008-34-3, $16.95) 
 
Hole, Stian.  Garmann’s Summer.  Translated from the Norwegian by Don Bartlett.  U.S. edition:  Eerdmans, 2008.  40 pages 
(trade 978-0-8028-5339-4, $17.50) 
 
Jackson, Alison.  Thea’s Tree.  Illustrated by Janet Pedersen.  Dutton, 2008.  32 pages (trade 978-0-525-47443-2, $16.99) 
 
Jenkins, Emily.  Skunkdog.  Illustrated by Pierre Pratt.  Frances Foster Books / Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2008.  32 pages 
(trade 978-0-374-37009-1, $16.95) 
 
Keller, Laurie.  The Scrambled States of America Talent Show.  Henry Holt, 2008.  32 pages (trade 978-0-8050-7997-5, 
$16.95) 
 
Kimmel, Eric A.  Stormy’s Hat:  Just Right for a Railroad Man.  Illustrated by Andrea U’Ren.  Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 
2008.  32 pages (trade 978-0-374-37262-0, $16.95) 
 
Monroe, Chris.  Monkey with a Tool Belt.  Carolrhoda, 2008.  32 pages (trade 978-0-8225-7631-0, $16.95) 
 
Muth, Jon J.  Zen Ties.  Scholastic Press, 2008.  40 pages (trade 978-0-439-63425-0, $17.99) 
   
Perkins, Lynne Rae.  The Cardboard Piano.  Greenwillow / HarperCollins, 2008.  32 pages (trade 978-0-06-154265-7, $17.99) 
 
Preus, Margi.  The Peace Bell.  Illustrated by Hideko Takahashi.  Henry Holt, 2008.  32 pages (trade 978-0-8050-7800-8, 
$16.95) 
 
Ray, Jane.  The Apple-Pip Princess.  U.S. edition:  Candlewick Press, 2008.  32 pages (trade 978-0-7636-3747-7, $16.99) 
Rumford, James.  Silent Music:  A Story of Baghdad.  A Neal Porter Book / Roaring Brook Press, 2008.  32 pages (trade  
978-1-59643-276-5, $17.95) 
 
Sheth, Kashmira.  Monsoon Afternoon.  Illustrated by Yoshiko Jaeggi.  Peachtree, 2008.  32 pages (trade 978-1-56145-455-6, 
$16.95) 
Shulevitz, Uri.  How I Learned Geography.  Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2008.  32 pages (trade 978-0-374-33499-4, $16.95) 
 
Smith, Lane.  Madam President.  Hyperion, 2008.  32 pages (trade 978-1-4231-0846-7, $16.99) 
 
Zepeda, Gwendolyn.  Growing Up with Tamales = Los tamales de Ana.  Illustrated by April Ward.  Spanish translation by 
Gabriela Baeza Ventura.  Piñata Books / Arte Público Press, 2008.  32 pages (trade 978-1-55885-493-2, $15.95) 
 

Books for Beginning Readers 
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Arnold, Tedd.  Fly High, Fly Guy!  Cartwheel / Scholastic, 2008.  30 pages (trade 978-0-545-00722-1, $5.99) 
 
Chaconas, Dori.  Cork & Fuzz:  The Collectors.  Illustrated by Lisa McCue.  (A Viking Easy-to-Read Book)  Viking, 2008.   
32 pages (trade 978-0-670-06286-7, $13.99)   
 
George, Jean Craighead.  Goose and Duck.  Illustrated by Priscilla Lamont.  (An I Can Read Book)  Laura Geringer Books / 
HarperCollins, 2008.  48 pages (trade 978-0-06-117076-8, $16.99) 
 
O’Neill, Catharine.  Annie and Simon.  Candlewick Press, 2008.  57 pages (trade 978-0-7636-2688-4, $15.99) 
 
Silverman, Erica.  Cowgirl Kate and Cocoa:  Rain or Shine.  Illustrated by Betsy Lewin.  Harcourt, 2008.  40 pages (trade  
978-0-15-205384-0, $15.00) 
 
Speck, Katie.  Maybelle Goes to Tea.  Illustrated by Paul Rátz de Tagyos.  Henry Holt, 2008.  60 pages (trade  
978-0-8050-8093-3, $16.95) 
 
Willems, Mo.  I Love My New Toy!  (An Elephant & Piggie Book)  Hyperion, 2008.  57 pages (trade 978-1-4231-0961-7, 
$8.99)  
 
Willems, Mo.  I Will Surprise My Friend!  (An Elephant & Piggie Book)  Hyperion, 2008.  57 pages (trade  
978-1-4231-0962-4, $8.99)  
 

Books for Newly Independent Readers 
 
Cowley, Joy.  Chicken Feathers.  Illustrated by David Elliot.  Philomel, 2008.  149 pages (trade 978-0-399-24791-0, $15.99) 
 
Kennemore, Tim.  Alice’s Birthday Pig.  Illustrated by Mike Spoor.  U.S. edition:  Eerdmans, 2008.  54 pages (trade  
978-0-8028-5335-6, $12.00) 
 
McKissack, Patricia C.  The Home-Run King.  Illustrated by Gordon C. James.  (Scraps of Time, 1937) Viking, 2008.  92 pages 
(trade 978-0-670-01085-1, $14.99) 

 
Fiction for Children 

 
Abrahams, Peter.  Into the Dark:  An Echo Falls Mystery.  Laura Geringer Books / HarperCollins, 2008.  300 pages  
(trade 978-0-06-073708-5, $16.99) 
 
Appelt, Kathi.  The Underneath.  Illustrated by David Small.  Atheneum, 2008.  311 pages (trade 978-1-4169-5058-5, $16.99) 
 
Avi.  The Seer of Shadows.  HarperCollins, 2008.  208 pages (trade 978-0-06-000015-8, $16.99) 
 
Balliett, Blue.  The Calder Game.  Illustrated by Brett Helquist.  Scholastic Press, 2008.  379 pages (trade 978-0-439-85207-4, 
$17.99) 
 
Broach, Elise.  Masterpiece.  Illustrated by Kelly Murphy.  Christy Ottaviano Books / Henry Holt, 2008.  292 pages (trade  
978-0-8050-8270-8, $16.95) 
 
Connor, Leslie.  Waiting for Normal.  Katherine Tegen Books / HarperCollins, 2008.  290 pages (trade 978-0-06-089088-9, 
$16.99) 
 
Creech, Sharon.  Hate That Cat.  Joanna Cotler Books / HarperCollins, 2008.  153 pages (trade 978-0-06-143092-3, $15.99) 
 
Delaney, Joseph.  Attack of the Fiend.  Illustrated by Patrick Arrasmith.  (The Last Apprentice:  Book Four)  U.S. edition:  
Greenwillow / HarperCollins, 2008.  532 pages (trade 978-0-06-089127-5, $16.99) 
 
Delaney, Joseph.  Wrath of the Bloodeye.  Illustrated by Patrick Arrasmith.  (The Last Apprentice:  Book Five)  U.S. edition:  
Greenwillow / HarperCollins, 2008.  511 pages (trade 978-0-06-134459-6, $17.99) 
 
Dowd, Siobhan.  The London Eye Mystery.  U.S. edition:  David Fickling Books / Random House, 2008.  322 pages (trade  
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978-0-375-84976-3, $15.99) 
 
Dowell, Frances O’Roark.  Shooting the Moon.  Atheneum, 2008.  163 pages (trade 978-1-4169-2690-0, $16.99) 
 
Erdrich, Louise.  The Porcupine Year.  HarperCollins, 2008.  193 pages (trade 978-0-06-029787-9, $15.99) 
 
Frost, Helen.  Diamond Willow.  Frances Foster Books / Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2008.  111 pages (trade 978-0374-31776-8, 
$16.00) 
 
Gaiman, Neil.  The Graveyard Book.  Illustrated by Dave McKean.  HarperCollins, 2008.  312 pages (trade  
978-0-06-053092-1, $17.99) 
 
Gifaldi, David.  Listening for Crickets.  Henry Holt, 2008.  178 pages (trade 978-0-8050-7385-0, $16.95) 
 
Giff, Patricia Reilly.  Eleven.  Wendy Lamb Books / Random House, 2008.  164 pages (trade 978-0-385-73069-3, $15.99) 
 
Gifford, Peggy.  Moxy Maxwell Does Not Love Writing Thank-you Notes.  Photographs by Valorie Fisher.  Schwartz & Wade, 
2008.  159 pages (trade978-0-375-84270-2, $12.99) 
 
Hale, Shannon, and Dean Hale.  Rapunzel’s Revenge.  Illustrated by Nathan Hale.  Bloomsbury, 2008.  144 pages (trade  
978-1-59990-070-4, $18.99; pbk. 978-1-59990-288-3, $14.99) 
 
Henkes, Kevin.  Bird Lake Moon.  Greenwillow / HarperCollins, 2008.  179 pages (trade 978-0-06-147076-9, $15.99)  
 
Hirahara, Naomi.  1001 Cranes.  Delacorte Press, 2008.  230 pages (trade 978-0-385-73556-8, $15.99) 
 
Jenkins, Emily.  Toy Dance Party:  Being the Further Adventures of a Bossyboots Stingray, a Courageous Buffalo, and a 
Hopeful Round Someone Called Plastic.  Illustrated by Paul O. Zelinsky.  Schwartz & Wade, 2008.  159 pages (trade978-0-
375-83935-1, $16.99) 
 
Lindo, Elvira.  Manolito Four-Eyes.  Illustrated by Emilio Urberuaga.  Translated from the Spanish by Joanne Moriarty.   
U.S. edition:  Marshall Cavendish, 2008.  144 pages (trade 978-0-7614-5303-1, $15.99) 
 
Look, Lenore.  Alvin Ho:  Allergic to Girls, School, and Other Scary Things.  Illustrated by LeUyen Pham.  Schwartz & Wade, 
2008.  172 pages (trade 978-0-375-83914-6, $15.99) 
  
Mass, Wendy.  Every Soul a Star.  Little, Brown, 2008.  322 pages (trade 978-0-316-00256-1, $15.99) 
 
McKay, Hilary.  Forever Rose.  U.S. edition:  Margaret K. McElderry, 2008.  291 pages (trade 978-1-4169-5486-6, $16.99) 
 
Nielsen, Susin.  Word Nerd.  Tundra, 2008.  248 pages (trade 978-0-88776-875-0, $18.95) 
 
O’Connor, Barbara.  Greetings from Nowhere.  Frances Foster Books / Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2008.  198 pages (trade  
978-0-374-39937-5, $16.00) 
Preller, James.  Six Innings:  A Game in the Life.  Feiwel and Friends, 2008.  147 pages (trade 978-1-312-36763-3, $16.95) 
 
Riordan, Rick.  The Battle of the Labyrinth.  (Percy Jackson & the Olympians:  Book 4)  Hyperion / Disney, 2008.  361 pages 
(trade 978-1-4231-0146-8, $17.99) 
 
Rodman, Mary Ann.  Jimmy’s Stars.  Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2008.  257 pages (trade 978-0-374-33703-2, $16.95) 
Russell, P. Craig, adaptor and illustrator.  Coraline.  Based on the novel by Neil Gaiman.  HarperCollins, 2008.  185 pages 
(trade 978-0-06-082543-0, $18.99) 
 
Soo, Kean.  Jellaby.  Hyperion, 2008.  143 pages (trade 978-1-4231-0337-0, $18.99) 
 
Springer, Nancy.  The Case of the Bizarre Bouquets:  An Enola Holmes Mystery.  Philomel, 2008.  170 pages (trade  
978-0-399-24518-3, $14.99) 
 
Springer, Nancy.  The Case of the Peculiar Pink Fan:  An Enola Holmes Mystery.  Philomel, 2008.  183 pages (trade  
978-0-399-24780-4, $14.99) 
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White, Ruth.  Little Audrey.  Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2008.  145 pages (trade 978-0-374-34580-8, $16.00) 
  
Woodson, Jacqueline.  After Tupac & D Foster.  Putnam, 2008.  153 pages (trade 978-0-399-24654-8, $15.99) 
 
Yep, Laurence, with Dr. Kathleen S. Yep.  The Dragon’s Child:  A Story of Angel Island.  HarperCollins, 2008.  133 pages 
(trade 978-0-06-027692-8, $15.99) 
 
Zimmer, Tracie Vaughn.  42 Miles.  Illustrated by Elaine Clayton.  Clarion, 2008.  73 pages (trade 978-0-618-61867-5, $16.00) 
 

Fiction for Young Adults 
 
Abbott, Tony.  The Postcard.  Little, Brown, 2008.  358 pages (trade 978-0-316-01172-3, $15.99) 
 
Almond, David.  The Savage.  Illustrated by Dave McKean.  U.S. edition:  Candlewick Press, 2008.  79 pages (trade  
978-0-7636-3932-7, $17.99) 
 
Anderson, M.T.  The Astonishing Life of Octavian Nothing, Traitor to the Nation, Volume II:  The Kingdom on the Waves.  
Candlewick Press, 2008.  592 pages (trade 978-0-7636-2950-2, $22.99) 
 
Bartoletti, Susan Campbell.  The Boy Who Dared.  Scholastic Press, 2008.  202 pages (trade 978-0-439-68013-4, $16.99) 
 
Blundell, Judy.  What I Saw and How I Lied.  Scholastic Press, 2008.  284 pages (trade 978-0-439-90346-2, $16.99) 
 
Brooks, Kevin.  Black Rabbit Summer.  U.S. edition:  The Chicken House / Scholastic, 2008.  488 pages (trade  
978-0-545-05752-3, $17.99) 
 
Bruchac, Joseph.  March Toward the Thunder.  Dial, 2008.  298 pages (trade 978-0-8037-3188-2, $16.99) 
 
Caletti, Deb. The Fortunes of Indigo Skye. Simon & Schuster, 2008. 298 pages (trade 978-1-4169-1007-7, $15.00) 
 
Carter, Anne Laurel.  The Shepherd’s Granddaughter.  Groundwood Books / House of Anansi Press, 2008.  224 pages (trade 
978-0088899-902-3, $17.95; pbk. 978-0-88899-903-0, $12.95) 
 
Cashore, Kristin.  Graceling.  Harcourt, 2008.  471 pages (trade 978-0-15-206396-2, $17.00) 
 
Chotjewitz, David.  Crazy Diamond.  Translated from the German by Doris Orgel.  U.S. edition:  A Richard Jackson Book / 
Atheneum, 2008.  252 pages (trade 978-1-4169-1176-0, $17.99) 
 
Collins, Suzanne.  The Hunger Games.  Scholastic Press, 2008.  420 pages (trade 978-0-439-02348-1, $17.99) 
 
 
Cumbie, Patricia.  Where People Like Us Live.  Laura Geringer Books / HarperTeen / HarperCollins, 2008.  (trade  
978-0-06-137597-2, $16.99) 
  
Doctorow, Cory.  Little Brother.  A Tom Dougherty Associates Book / Tor, 2008.  382 pages (trade 978-0-7653-1985-2, 
$17.95) 
 
Dole, Mayra Lazara.  Down to the Bone.  HarperTeen / HarperCollins, 2008.  367 pages (trade 978-0-06-084310-6, $16.99) 
Dowd, Siobhan.  Bog Child.  U.S. edition:  David Fickling Books / Random House, 2008.  321 pages (trade  
978-0-385-75169-8, $16.99) 
 
Durbin, William.  The Winter War.  Wendy Lamb Books / Random House, 2008.  229 pages (trade 978-0-385-74652-6, 
$15.99) 
 
Ellis, Deborah.   Lunch with Lenin and Other Stories.  Fitzhenry & Whiteside, 2008.  169 pages (pbk. 978-1-55455-105-7, 
$14.95) 
 
Farr, Richard.  Emperors of the Ice:  A True Story of Disaster and Survival in the Antarctic, 1910-13.  Farrar, Straus and 
Giroux, 2008.  217 pages (trade 978-0-374-31975-5, $19.95) 
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Geus, Mireille.  Piggy.  Translated from the Dutch by Nancy Forest-Flier.  U.S. edition:  Front Street, 2008.  110 pages (trade 
978-1-59078-636-9, $14.95) 
 
Goldman, Steven.  Two Parties, One Tux, and a Very Short Film about the Grapes of Wrath.  Bloomsbury, 2008.  307 pages 
(trade 978-1-59990-271-5, $16.99) 
 
Hazen, Lynn E. Shifty. Tricycle Press, 2008. 188 pages (trade 978-1-58246-257-8, $15.99) 
 
Hegamin, Tonya Cheri.  M+O 4evr.  Houghton Mifflin, 2008.  165 pages (trade 978-0-618-49570-2, $16.00) 
   
Jiménez, Francisco.  Reaching Out.  Houghton Mifflin, 2008.  196 pages (trade978-0-618-03851-0, $16.00) 
 
Jongman, Mariken.  Rits.  Translated from the Dutch by Wanda Boeke.  U.S. edition:  Front Street, 2008.  236 pages (trade 
978-1-59078-545-4, $17.95) 
 
Konigsberg, Bill.  Out of the Pocket.  Dutton, 2008.  264 pages (trade 978-0-525-47996-3, $16.99) 
 
Larbalastier, Justine.  How to Ditch Your Fairy.  Bloomsbury, 2008.  304 pages (trade 978-1- 59990-301-9, $16.99) 
 
Lester, Julius.  Guardian.  Amistad / HarperTeen / HarperCollins, 2008.  144 pages (trade 978-0-06-155890-0, $16.99) 
 
Levithan, David.  How They Met, and Other Stories.  Alfred A. Knopf, 2008.  244 pages (trade 978-0-375-84886-5, $16.99) 
 
Lockhart, E.  The Disreputable History of Frankie Landau-Banks.  Hyperion, 2008.  345 pages (trade 978-0-7868-3818-9, 
$16.99) 
 
Murdock, Catherine Gilbert.  Princess Ben:  Being a Wholly Truthful Account of Her Various Discoveries and Misadventures, 
Recounted to the Best of Her Recollection, in Four Parts.  Houghton Mifflin, 2008.  344 pages (trade 978-0-618-95971-6, 
$16.00.   
 
Myers, Walter Dean.  Game.  HarperTeen / HarperCollins, 2008.  218 pages (trade 978-0-06-058294-4, $16.99) 
 
Myers, Walter Dean.  Sunrise Over Fallujah.  Scholastic Press, 2008.  290 pages (trade 978-0-439-91624-0, $17.99) 
 
Na, An.  The Fold.  Putnam, 2008.  280 pages (trade 978-0-399-24276-2, $16.99) 
 
Ness, Patrick.  The Knife of Never Letting Go.  (Chaos Walking:  Book One) U.S. edition: Candlewick Press, 2008.  479 pages  
(trade 978-0-7636-3931-0, $18.99) 
 
Pearson, Mary E.  The Adoration of Jenna Fox.  Henry Holt, 2008.  266 pages (trade 978-0-8050-7668-4, $16.95) 
 
Pfeffer, Susan Beth.  The Dead & the Gone.  Harcourt, 2008.  321 pages (trade 978-0-15-206311-5, $17.00) 
  
Reinhardt, Dana.   How to Build a House.  Wendy Lamb Books / Random House, 2008.  227 pages (trade 978-0-375-84453-9, 
$15.99) 
 
Schmidt, Gary D.  Trouble.  Clarion, 2008.  297 pages (trade 978-0-618-92766-1, $16.00) 
Scott, Elizabeth.  Living Dead Girl.  Simon Pulse, 2008.  170 pages (trade 978-1-4169-6059-1, $16.99) 
   
Skrypuch, Marsha Forchuk.  Daughter of War.  Fitzhenry & Whiteside, 2008.  210 pages (pbk. 978-1-55455-044-9, $14.95) 
  
Stratton, Allan.  Chanda’s Wars.  HarperTeen / HarperCollins, 2008.  384 pages (trade 978-0-06-087262-5, $17.99) 
 
Tamaki, Mariko.  Skim.  Illustrated by Jillian Tamaki.  Groundwood Books / House of Anansi Press, 2008.  141 pages (trade 
978-0-88899-753-1, $18.95) 
 
Thompson, Kate.  The Last of the High Kings.  U.S. edition:  Greenwillow / HarperCollins, 2008.  323 pages (trade  
978-0-06-117595-4, $16.99) 
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Up All Night:  A Short Story Collection.  Laura Geringer Books / HarperTeen / HarperCollins, 2008.  227 pages (trade  
978-0-06-137076-2, $16.99) 
 
Venkatraman, Padma.  Climbing the Stairs.  Putnam, 2008.  247 pages (trade 978-0-399-24746-0, $16.99) 
  
Werlin, Nancy.  Impossible.  Dial, 2008.  376 pages (trade 978-0-8037-3002-1, $17.99) 
  
Wilson, Martin.  What They Always Tell Us.  Delacorte Press, 2008.  293 pages (trade 978-0-385-73507-0, $15.99) 
 
Wittlinger, Ellen.  Love & Lies:  Marisol’s Story.  Simon & Schuster, 2008.  256 pages (trade 978-1-4169-1623-9, $16.99) 
 
Yoo, Paula.  Good Enough.  HarperTeen / HarperCollins, 2008.  322 pages (trade 978-0-06-079085-1, $16.99) 
 
Zarr, Sara.  Sweethearts.  Little, Brown, 2008.  217 pages (trade 978-0-316-01455-7, $16.99) 
 
 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The CCBC is a noncirculating library for adults of the School of Education at the University of Wisconsin - Madison.  The CCBC is also 
supported by an annual contract with the Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction, Division for Libraries, Technology, and Community 
Learning.  
 
CCBC Choices 2009  will be available after March 7, 2009.  Copies will be available at the CCBC at no cost. For information on how to 
have a copy sent to you, go to www.education.wisc.edu/ccbc/books/choices.asp 
 
Members of the Friends of the CCBC: you will automatically receive a copy by mail at that time as a membership benefit. To join the 
Friends of the CCBC, Inc., write to the CCBC requesting a Friends membership flyer, or print out a membership form from the CCBC 
website at www.education.wisc.edu/ccbc/friends.htm   
 
The publication of CCBC Choices is underwritten by the Friends of the CCBC.  
 

Cooperative Children’s Book Center 
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608-263-3720 
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